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About  1,600  fa.rm  workers  from  Kentucky,  Oklahoma,  Arkansas,  and  'iest  Virginia 
during  a  slack  season  on  their  farms,  joined  thousa.nds  of  Marine  farm  and  city 
workers,  600  Boy  Scouts,  a  few  Cana.dian  workers,  300  from  Jamaica,  about  1,000 
soldiers,  and  other  helpers  in  Imrvesting  the  a.ll-time  record  I-iaine  potato  crop. 

Crop  70  percent  above  normal 

!"^ith  a  big  increa,se  in  acreage  and  the  record  yield  of  370  bushels  per  acre, 
Maine  this  year  produced  71,000,000  bushels  of  potatoes,  70  percent  more  than 
normal  and  15  percent  of  the  entire  Na-tion's  crop. 

The  i'-iaine  crop,  which  stores  vrell,  '-'ill  help  feed  civilians  in  at  least  30 
States,  and  a.bout  18  percent  of  the  crop  is  expected  to  go  to  the  armed  forces. 
About  90  percent  of  the  Maine  crop  is  grovm  in  Aroostook  Cconty, 

Extra  workers  are  needed  to  harvest  even  normal  crops.    Most  of  these  workers 
have  come  each  year  from  Canada  and  from  Maine  counties  to  the  south  of  Aroostock. 
The  ha.rvest  problem  v/as  serious  this  year  because  only  a  rela.tively  few  Ca,na.dian 
workers  were  available  and  several  thousand  Marine  workers,  including  farmers,  had 
gone  into  the  armed  services  and  war  industries. 

In  response  to  the  call  for  help  from  Ma-ine ,  the  Southern  workers  were  re- 
cruited by  the  Extension  Service  of  their  States,  transported  to  Maine  by  the 
Office  of  Labor  of  the  'vg^r  Eood  Administration,  and  placed  on  Aroostock  Co-^unty 
farms  by  the  county  agent's  office. 

On  October  21,  Aroostock  County  Agent  Verne  C.  Beverly  reported  that  90  per- 
cent of  the  crop  wa.s  harvested,  a.nd  if  there  was  not  a  severe  freeze  or  rainy 
wea.ther  within  the  next  4  or  5  da.ys ,  the  entire  record  crop  vrould  be  saved. 
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500  return  through  ^^ashington 

About  500  of  the  Southern  v^orkers  ,  headed  home,  tired  but  with  money  in  their 
pockets  and  the  satisfaction  that  they  had  helped  do  a  vital  ^^'ar  job,  stopped  at 
the  ligation's  Ca.pital  Thursday,  October  21,  where  they  saw  Congress  in  action  and 
were  congratulated  by  more  than  a  dozen  prominent  Senators Congressmen ,  and  '>.r 
Food  Administration  officials. 

In  a  short  ceremony  on  the  Capitol  steps,  Senator  Sa.lph  0.  Brewster,  Senator 
*.''.  H.  V/hite,  and  Congressman  Frank  Fellovrs,  of 'r-iaine,  e:xpressed  to  the  group  the 
profound  tha.iilcs  of  the  people  of  i'aine  for  the  help  given  in  saving  this  vita,l 
war  food  crop. 

Greeting  the  group  from  their  home  States  v;ere  Senator  Alben  Sarkley, 
Congressmen  A«  J.  May,  ejid  John  M.  Hobsion,  of  Kentucky;  Senator  Elm-er  Thomas  and 
Congressman       S.  Disney,  of  Oklahoma;  Senator  >;.  i^I.  Kilgore,  of  ''/est  Virginia; 
Senator  Hat  tie        Caraway  and  3ena.tor  J.  L.  McClellan,  of  Arkansas;  and  Senator 
John  Thome.s  from  Idaho'. 

Sxoeaking  for  the  group,  Senator  Barkley  congra^tulated  the  v;orkers  for  the 
patriotic  v.'ar  job  they  had  done  in  Maine  at  a  time  v-hen  work  on  their  fa.rms  was 
slack, 

•■Ja,r  Food  Administrator  Marvin  Jones  accepted  from  the  group  a  bushel  of 
pota-toes,  sent  by  G-overnor  Sumner  3ewe.ll  of  Maine,  rnd  presented  by  Mrs.  Alice 
Davis,  71-year-old  widow  from  Lovely,  Ky. ,  who  picked  an  average  of  55  barrels 
of  potatoes  e,  day. 

Jones  congratulated  the  farmers,  including  the  Maine  potato  growers,  for  this 
year's  tremendous  food  x^roduction  and  told  the  Southern  v/orkers  that  the  v/a.y  they 
had  helped  harvest  Maine's  bumper  potato  crop  wa.s  a  splendid  example  of  the  kind 
of  teamwork  tlia.t  brings  victory.     ''I'^othing  is  more  inporta^nt  than  food,"  he  ox- 
plained,     "It  is  as  essential  as  the  air  we  breathe.    Right  no^ir,  it  is  more  im- 
portant than  ever  because  it  is  a  weapon  of  v/ar."  ^ 

Col,  Philip  Bruton,  Director  of  Labor  in  the  'var  Food  Administr?.ti on,  likened 
the  returning  workers'  stop-over  at  the  Capital  to  a  celebration  of  a  victory. 

Potatoes  by  the  carload 

Fort.3'--two  workers  in  the  group  visiting  the  Capital  picked  over  1,000  barrels 
of  pota-toes  each  during  their  stay  in  M^^ine  of  about  a  month.    John  Materman, 
Decatur,  Ark,,  topped  the  group  by  picking  2,015  barrels,  about  8  carloads  of  po- 
tatoes— enough  to  provide  over  1,500  people  with  as  many  potatoes  as  the  average 
person  eats  in  a  year.     Though  he  ha.d  never  picked  potatoes  before,  he  picked  116 
be.rrels  in  one  day, 

Clifford  Shotwell,  Versailles,  Ky. ,  who  loade.''  potatoes  picked  up  by  other 
workers,  loaded  20,800  barrels  during  his  month's  work  in  Maine, 

It  was  "?a.ss  the  potato  baskets,    VJe've  gotta  save^this  food"  for  the  Hev, 
E,ell  Polly,  United  Bapti^st  Minister,  and  his  16-year  old  daughter  7ymema,  from 
Eindman,  Ky.     In  addition  to  holding  prayer  meetings,  Rev,  Mr.  Polly  picked  1,240 
barrels. 


Maiiy  entire  fe.milies  vrere  in  the  group.    Among  them,  Sam  Hensley,  War  field, 
Ky.  ,  his  wife,  and  two  sons,  14  and  15  years  old.     Daring  the  month  they  picked 
enough  potatoes  to  take  home  -3400  above  hoard  and  other  expenses.  Christopher 
Wiese,  Spavinaw,  Okla.  ,  saved  over  2,000  "barrels  of  potatoes  and  headed  home  with 
^228  clear.  "  ^ 

Typical  of  the  comments  hy  Maine  farmers  v/as  one  hy  LeRoy  Thompson,  Limestone 
Me.    Ee  said  the  10  Arkansas  and  Kentucky  "boys  on  his  farm  v/ere  "very  smart  "boys 
and  I  was  well  satisfied.    V/ish  I  could  have  "Kept  them  longer."    Thompson's  2- row' 
potato  digger  "broke  do^,vn,    Ee  could  not  get  repair  parts  so  he  and  the  crew  had  to 
do  the  "best  they  could  with  the  other  digger.    One  of  the  "boys  got  sick,  and  Mrs, 
Thompson  too'K:  him  to  her  home  and  cared  for  him.     She  v/ould  expect  anyone  else  t© 
do  as  much  for  her  "boy,  she  said. 

Most  of  the  Southern  farmers  were  anxious  to  get  back  home.  Many  of  them  ha.d 
put  their  tobacco  in  the  barns  and  picked  potatoes  while  it  we.s  curing  for  6  weeks 
They  wotild  start  stripping  the  leaves  off  as  soon  as  they  got  home. 

Typical  of  others  who  wanted  to  get  bac"K:  was  A.  E.  Moore,  Eulbert ,  Okla.,  who 
was  wanted  to  help  his 'brother-in-law  harvest  60  acres  of  peanuts  which  he  knew 
"the  Government  wajited  groT,m."  , 

■Jith  the  crop  about  harvested  potatoes  seem  to  be  stored  almost  everywhere. 
Some  of  the  Southern  wor'Kiers  helped  farmers  build  stora.ge  houses.  Many  potatoes 
are  being  stored  in  pits  on  the  side  of  hills,  dug  by  the  State  highway  dex^artment 

The  avera.ge  person  eats  about  3  bushels  of  potatoes  a  year.    Maine  pota.toes 
store  well,  and  the  ".'ar  ?ood  Administration  is  urging  consumers  to  store  at  least 
a  bushel  now  for  later  use  to  help  relieve  the  storage  problem,  and  to  be  sure  no 
potatoes  go  to  v^aste  for  lack  of  storage. 


